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CHAIR’S REPORT

In presenting my first Annual Report as Chair of the New 
Zealand Metropolitan Trotting Club (NZMTC) I would like 
to, on behalf of the Board and the entire NZMTC team, 
thank our members for the support and understanding 
you have shown our club during this season.  It was a 
year not only disrupted (once again) by Covid-19, but 
one in which we had to make the tough decision to race 
without a crowd on course for the first time in the 118-
year history of our greatest racing carnival, ‘Addington 
Cup Week’.  The encouragement we received from our 
members during this period has been exceptional, and 
we look forward to repaying your faith over the coming 
year.

I would also like to express appreciation for the support 
we received from our sponsors and wider business 
partners throughout the year, in particular Richard Cole 
and the team at IRT, Kelly Morrison from The Crossing 
and Charlie O’Connell from Lion.  It is important to 
recognise that ‘Cup at Your Place’ and many other racing 
and event initiatives for the 2020-2021 season would 
not have been possible without the support of our 
entire sponsor network.  We look forward to building on 
this support and growing new opportunities as we look 
to the future. 

During the season we continued to operate in a 
complicated and restricted environment due to 
Covid-19.  We experienced life at Level 2 and above for 
the first five months of the season, followed by another 
three months at Level Red, and it wasn’t until we were 
put into Level Orange on 14 April that we were able 
to fully welcome our customers back to Addington 
Raceway and Events Centre.  

Because of these challenges, our club has recorded an 
operating deficit after taxation of $867,357. 

What a year of change for harness racing’s biggest 
race day - IRT NZ Trotting Cup Day.  Unfortunately, 
with Covid-19 restrictions in place throughout New 
Zealand, we were only able to host a small crowd on 
course.  Although the day lacked its normal atmosphere, 
those that were able to attend experienced some 

exceptional hospitality and racing, including Copy That’s 
well-deserved win in the IRT NZ Trotting Cup.  The 
fact that our club was able to operate the day using 
strict guidelines (which met with the approval of the 
officials present on course) and host approximately 
1,200 members, owners, and business partners was 
due in no small part to the efforts of our committed and 
hardworking team and senior management group.  I 
would like to take this time to say thank you for all their 
efforts; you delivered an outstanding day, and it is truly 
appreciated.

This team spent most of the year dealing with 
restrictions, mandates, vaccination passports and then 
having to go from zero events to multiple in a matter of 
weeks. Their commitment and adaptability continues 
to deliver our guests with impressive service and 
memorable experiences, adding to the many successes 
of our club.  I believe it is important to acknowledge 
the quality of our managers and the passion and 
professionalism demonstrated by our wider team.  The 
experience and dedication exhibited is the major reason 
our club continues to be the premier racing club in the 
country.

I would again like to acknowledge and extend our 
sincere thanks to Richard Cole and the IRT team, for 
supporting a vastly different Cup Day.  It was great to see 
the biggest global horse freighting company involved 
once again with the industry’s biggest racing event.

Given the last two Addington Cup Weeks have been 
affected by Covid-19, we look ahead with great pride 
and immense excitement, to delivering Addington 
Cup Week 2022.  We know it will give people an 
opportunity to dress up, celebrate with friends and 
family and experience sensational live racing and 
fantastic entertainment as we showcase harness racing 
at Addington to our global audience.

We look to the new season not only for great racing 
and entertainment, but also with interest, particularly 
around what options/recommendations will be adopted 
by Harness Racing New Zealand (HRNZ) from those 
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presented in the Canterbury Regional Review Report 
completed by Sapere for Racing New Zealand in April 
2022.  As a senior industry racing partner responsible for 
running the largest race day of any code in New Zealand 
and half of our race meetings as industry days, we wish 
to work with HRNZ and other key stakeholders, including 
our fellow Canterbury Clubs, to ensure the sustainability 
of our harness industry.  

Our Board is committed and determined to ensure 
the sustainability of our club as well as our industry.  
As part of our annual strategy meeting, we reviewed 
our five-year strategic plan making some minor 
alterations, including the 10-year property development 
review plan which looks at the entire footprint.  The 
focus of this plan is to ensure all current non or low 
revenue generating assets provide a positive financial 
contribution towards our club’s future operating costs.  
This approach was also recommended in the Canterbury 
Regional Review Report by Sapere.

As a part of our property development review, we have 
begun discussions with a mixture of well-known New 
Zealand residential housing developers, looking at the 
potential of a staged development of the old stabling 
and float parking area on Wrights Road which sits on its 
own title.  The review will look at the best options for 
our overall site and the future operations of our club.  
Our Board understands its responsibility is to ensure our 
club continues to develop and empower our people and 
to ensure our stakeholders are kept fully aware of and 
involved in our plans.

As noted earlier, a very large thank you must go to the 
senior management group who have led from the front 
throughout the 2020-2021 season.

Brian Thompson – Chief Executive Officer  
Catherine McLeavy – General Manager – Corporate Services
Darrin Williams – Racing Industry Manager 
John Denton – Facilities and Property Manager  
Graeme Jones – Event Centre Manager 
Simon Carter – Marketing and Brand Manager

They have all worked beyond expectations, and under 
some very challenging conditions, to deliver many 
successful events, 62 race meetings and many key 
projects and initiatives.  Thank you, on behalf of our 
many stakeholders, for all your work to ensure the 
sustainability and longevity of our club.  

Thank you once again to our members, your support 
and loyalty is very much appreciated.  I would also like 
to extend our heartfelt sympathies to the families of 
members who have passed away this year.

Our thanks also go out to the race meeting stewards 
who look after and manage the Breckon’s Winners 
Bar.  This is a passionate group of people that not only 
love our sport of harness racing but very much enjoy 
celebrating with sponsors and connections following 
the excitement of a race win.  For some of the season, 
unfortunately we were not able to operate as we 
normally do because of Covid-19 restrictions.  The 
team of Nigel Armstrong (and Brenda), Barry Dent, 
Carolyn Smolenski (and Mark), Janis Hartley (and John 
Duxbury), Kane Grieg (and Hayley), Rebecca Mooney 
(and John) and Stephen Brown (and Kay) did it as hard 
as everyone else during this time and couldn’t wait for 
those restriction to be lifted and entertain everyone at 
Addington Raceway once again.

I would also like to acknowledge the work that Nigel 
Armstrong does with the promotion of Harness Racing 
via his Facebook page - Harness Racing Unhinged.  Nigel 
constantly promotes the sport of harness racing, and 
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future success.  I would also like to extend my thanks to 
the Directors’ partners for the role they have played in 
hosting during the year. 

Finally, I would also like to acknowledge and sincerely 
thank David Rankin for the valuable contribution he has 
made to our club since joining our Board back in 2005. 
His expertise and commitment has been exceptional, 
the knowledge and skills he has brought to the table 
relating to our property joint venture (JV) portfolio and 
his Chairmanship of the JV Board on behalf of Addington 
has and continues to be outstanding.  

I wish David and Kathy all our very best wishes and hope 
they enjoy the opportunity to travel and spend more 
time with their feet up at the Peninsular Beachfront 
Resort, Mooloolaba.

John Hartnell
Chair

2022 - 2022 Board of Directors
Left to right: Nick James, John Grainger, Simon Doig, Jane Davis, David Rankin, Tim Sissons, Ged Mooar, John Hartnell

everything associated with it.  Addington shares as 
much of this content as we can via industry newsletters 
and owners’ emails to ensure a wider audience can 
see excited owners and celebrate with them. This is a 
substantial commitment of time and resources which is 
recognised throughout the Canterbury Harness circuit.  

Our club continues to work alongside HRNZ to ensure 
that harness racing continues to prosper, helping to 
improve the quality of our products and relationships 
that exist across racing clubs and the wider industry.  
To HRNZ Chair John Coulam and the Board, along with 
Chief Executive Gary Woodham and his team, we thank 
you for your continued support and we look forward to 
continuing to build on our current relationship.

This year we welcomed two new Directors to our Board, 
Jane Davis and Nick James. It’s been a very productive 
year and the involvement and contribution of Jane and 
Nick is already being experienced and appreciated.  
Finally, to my other fellow NZMTC Directors, Deputy 
Chair Tim Sissons, David Rankin, Ged Mooar, John 
Grainger and Simon Doig, thank you.  Your expertise and 
assistance in overseeing our multifaceted business is 
appreciated and the role you all play is vital to our club’s 
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CEO’S REPORT

This past year saw our club faced with many challenges, 
as it did for many organisations throughout New 
Zealand.  When faced with challenges, change usually 
follows, and our biggest in the past year was having 
to hold Addington Cup Week with no public.  Whilst 
frustrated not to be able to host the large crowd 
normally associated with Cup Week, our team went 
about doing everything it could to ensure the week was 
successful.  A national marketing campaign “Cup From 
Your Place” was quickly put into motion.

This campaign was created to generate revenue, 
conversation, brand awareness and connection between 
the New Zealand public, Addington Raceway and Events 
Centre and our partners, ultimately allowing members 
of the public, groups of friends and family to still enjoy 
Cup Day in their way, from “their place”.  Over 130 
known establishments across Christchurch, Auckland, 
Hamilton, and Queenstown took part in this initiative. 
The campaign had three elements/pillars all with 
Addington Raceway at the centre.

•	 Hospitality - we teamed up with Hospitality NZ 
to engage with all bars and restaurants in New 
Zealand, helping them create ‘Cup Day packages’, 
equipping them with branding and creative assets 
for their establishment to make it feel like they 
were attending Cup Day at Addington Raceway. 

•	 Racing – TAB NZ came on board as a partner. We
	 designed fields, demonstrative pictures and how to 

bet sheets which were delivered to all hospitality 
venues as part of the activation. 

•	 Fashion – We created a website to house an online
	 fashion competition, allowing all people around 

New Zealand to be a part of the day. It was the 
first time New Zealand had a race day fashion 
competition online. Over 400 fashion entries were 
received, the highest we have ever received.

A true national campaign – far reaching success in 
engaging current and procuring new audiences!!

Due to the continued restrictions from Covid-19, all 
areas of our business were heavily impacted financially. 
During this period, we, like many others, were subject 
to plenty of uncertainty, disruption, and last-minute 

changes, but through all of this, our team carried on 
ensuring we delivered 62 race meetings and many large 
events in the last quarter of the season.  With respect 
to the challenges, it was pleasing to see how well our 
organisational values continued to shine through:

•	 We, Not I
•	 Aim for Excellence
•	 We Listen
•	 Be Resourceful
•	 We Care

I wanted to personally thank all the NZMTC team for 
their efforts in continuing to operate where possible 
under these circumstances and always having our club’s 
best interest at heart.

Racing
Our club again played its part as an industry leader, 
hosting 59 race meetings of our own with over half 
of these hosted behind closed doors.  Two were 
abandoned due to Covid-19 restrictions in place at 
the time, whilst the club hosted Ashburton, Kaikoura, 
and Westport, who were all effected by Covid-19.  
The 59 meetings of our club had 567 races and 5783 
horses compete with an average fields size of 10.19, 
slightly higher than the national average.  This is truly 
a remarkable effort delivered by a passionate group 
of industry professionals.  Thank you, Darrin Williams, 
Brian Rabbitt, John Denton and your wider teams, you 
all deserve to be celebrated for your efforts during this 
disrupted season. 

Turnover on IRT NZ Trotting Cup Day was pleasing at 
$6.2 million (including export) with Show Day at $3.5 
million. Given all the restrictions in place, these figures 
compare well with the previous year where thirteen 
races were held both days.  Gross betting margins 
for both days were also pleasing at 19% and 21% 
respectively. 

No public on course for both meetings had negligible 
effect on the quality of racing which was again at 
the highest standard.  Cup Day saw Oscar Bonavena 
take out the Livamol NZ Trotting Free-For-All while 
the Woodlands Stud NZ Sires’ Stakes Final was won 
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by Franco Indie for his huge ownership group.  Our 
greatest race, the IRT NZ Trotting Cup was won by the 
wonderful North Island pacer, Copy That.  Trained by Ray 
Green and driven by Blair Orange, he was too good for 
defending champion Self Assured. 

For owners Merv and Meg Butterworth, Copy That 
provided them with their second Cup winner having 
previously won with Arden Rooney.  It was very 
unfortunate that Merv and Meg could not be on course, 
however our club celebrated with them and made a 
presentation of the Cup to them later in the season 
when they were able to be present at Addington.

Show Day was something to behold racing wise, with 
two NZ records recorded.  South Coast Arden won the 
Spring Back With Mediaworks NZ Pacing Free-For-All in 
a mile rate 1.51.3, beating Self Assured and Krug.  The 
most stunning performance on the day, and maybe 
of the entire harness racing season, was produced 
by Sundees Son in the Renwick Farms Dominion Trot.  
He trotted an incredible time of 3.56.6, a time that 
would have won most NZ Trotting Cups to confirm his 
champion status.

Our club was again leading from the front with running 
18 race meetings over 9 weeks (including each Sunday) 
during the winter.  This offered participants the luxury 
of reduced travel times and allowed them to remain 
undercover in the stable block whilst racing on a track 
equal to anywhere in the world.  We also contributed 
to this successful period of racing where revenue 
outstripped stakes and costs by almost $500,000.  This 
profit for Harness Racing assists with the running of 
other meetings, including those of our own club.  

We, as a club, are also mindful of not just focusing on 
turnover, but rather focusing on gross betting margin, 
which is the profit levels produced from betting.  If we 
can provide more profitable races then, eventually, we 
will see more funding being directed at stakes, which we 
believe should aways be the focus when programming 
races.  It has always been, and remains our main aim, 
to drive the industry toward a financially sustainable 
future and we look forward to continuing working 
with HRNZ for the benefit of our club, our industry and 
stakeholders.  In summary all that our club does is for 
the benefit of harness racing.

6
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There were many other feature races run throughout 
the season, but it was one of change.  The change of 
the horse’s birthday in NZ resulted in several alterations 
being made to the programme of feature races.  For 
our club this meant that the second half of the season 
was not as busy with Group races as in previous years. 
We are confident that this will increase as the changes 
become established during the remainder of 2022, and 
onwards to 2023. 

Our annual Addington Awards have also been altered 
to fit in with what will become a calendar year.  To that 
end all competitions have been extended to run from 
August 2021 until December 2022, after which they will 
be based on a calendar year. 

Our club also looks forward to hosting the first “Grand 
Prix” race day in December this year, where eight Group 
1 races will be run with stakes well over $1 million. Get 
ready to be impressed.

The welfare of horses continues to be one of our main 
priorities.  Our club ensures our track and stabling areas 
exceed HRNZ’s Health and Animal Welfare Policy and 
treats all horses that race on our track with compassion 
and respect.  We recognise and believe that all our 

members, sponsors, business partners and clients 
who enjoy attending race meetings at our club have a 
genuine interest in the care of horses.

Events Centre
For the Events Centre, including Spectators, this season 
was one out of the ordinary and not in a great way.  We 
were once again reminded how quickly life can change; 
one day we were operating at Level 1 and the next day 
we were forced to operate at Level 4.  We were placed 
into Alert Level 4 from 18 August until 31 August and 
spent the rest of the year at Level 2, resulting in the 
cancellation of 100+ events with expected guests of 
over 13,000.  The sales team, led by Joanne McMaster, 
did an amazing job ensuring all event organisers were 
communicated with and looked after whether they were 
wishing to simply cancel or wanting alternate dates to 
be found.  

Although, for our team to have to host Cup Week with 
no public was disappointing, the 2,000 people that 
attended on course had a fantastic time.  We even had 
some guests ask if future Cup Days could be restricted 
to racing enthusiasts every year.  I am very proud with 
the way Cup Week was delivered; Graeme Jones (Events 
Centre Manager) and his team did an exceptional 

7
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job, once again highlighting what Cup Week means to 
Canterbury and our club. 

Although this season, total revenue for our Events 
Centre was down on budget, the result was a lot better 
than we were forecasting mid-season.  With the rest of 
2022 looking positive with event numbers the team all 
understands the commitment required to ensure we 
remained focused on the bottom line rather than just 
revenue generation whilst at the same time ensuring 
our guest experience is second to none.  Something that 
I am confident our team can and will deliver.  

With such a challenging year we are very fortunate to 
have so many regular loyal supporters of Addington, 
some of whom have been coming here for years.  
Although many cancelled, most have rescheduled so we 
look forward to hosting them in the future.  A special 
thank you to our regular clients such as Crusaders, 
Experience Group, Kidsfirst, Harcourts, Mitre 10, ITM, 
ECAN, Ministry of Education, Master Electricians, 
Lamb and Hayward, Academy Funerals, Chartered 

Accountants, VJ Henderson, Icar, Cert, Livingston First 
Realty, Registered Master Builders, Harrison Bloy, 
Christchurch Casino, Synlait, Fulton Hogan, Fonterra, 
Radcliffe, NZME and Hawkins.

It is important to recognise the support also provided 
to the Events Centre from the wider Addington team, 
in particular Tim Rattray (Facilities), our Marketing 
department led by Simon Carter, and our Finance, I.T 
and Health and Safety areas led by Catherine McLeavy.  
These teams provide wonderful support and do an 
outstanding job behind the scenes.  

Property
The suburban commercial property market has 
continued to be challenging while at the same time 
our joint venture (JV) (one third share) partner 
Trophy Metropolitan Ltd (TML) in the Wrights Road 
development has been keen to downsize their interest.  
To this end we have taken a 50% interest in 106WR LP 
(Limited Partnership) which has bought the buildings at 
106 and 128 Wrights Road together with its associated 
car park.  Also, the JV has sold the property at 116 
Wrights Road.  These deals have released cash for TML, 
paid off considerable debt to the BNZ and generated 
surplus cash to NZMTC. 

The vacant top floor of 106 Wrights Road was leased by 
the LP during the year. Also, during the year 118 Wrights 
Road became vacant, and while there is a temporary 
lease for part of it, this property is being marketed as 
For Sale or Lease.  At balance date we were slightly 
above 70% occupancy.  Since balance date one lease 
renewal has taken place and two new leases for vacant 
space negotiated.  Overall, a pleasing result.   
Our property team remains focused on securing new 
tenants and will continue to work hard on filling vacant 
spaces.  Deb d’Guild (property administrator) does an 
excellent job in managing the day-to-day aspects of the 
property portfolio and has built a working relationship 
with current tenants who are all keen to remain.

Racetrack
We are again impressed with the performance of our 
racetrack.  During the months of June and July we held 
18 race meetings and the track held up exceptionally 
well, considering it was one of Canterbury’s wettest 
winters on record.  In one week in July alone, over 
140mm of rain fell.  The track team continues to 
improve the racing surface, adjusting throughout the 
season to ensure we present the track in the best 

8
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possible condition for safe and competitive racing.  We 
applaud John Denton and his team who do an amazing 
job maintaining our track, resulting in it being regarded 
as one of the best in Australasia.  
 
Gratitude
I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to 
the Board, management team and the wider team; the 
support I receive guarantees we remain New Zealand’s 
premier racing and events venue.  Our teams are full of 
people who truly care about our club, many of whom 
are long serving employees who strengthen our values 
and provide a profound institutional knowledge and 
loyalty that we benefit from every day.
On a personal note, I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to David Rankin who is stepping 
down from his position as Chair of our JV Board, and 
Director of NZMTC.  David joined our Board way back 
in 2005 and served as Chair of NZMTC from 2008-
2013.  David has always had our club’s best interest at 
heart.  He has been a great director with his commercial 
property and business acumen and representing 
the harness racing industry with lively and energetic 
enthusiasm and positivity.  David, thank you for the 
mentorship you have provided me regarding all aspects 
of commercial property in my position as CEO.  David, 

in your position as Chair of the JV you have provided 
our club a great service and always protected our best 
interest, you will be missed, and we all wish you the very 
best.

The Future
The new season will provide many opportunities and 
possibilities for our club as our focus and planning turn 
towards a Cup and Show Week where we can once again 
welcome 20,000 + people and give them all a reason to 
dress up, celebrate with friends and family, and enjoy 
some exceptional racing and entertainment.

Our focus as a team remains on working towards the 
goals agreed to by the Board and management team, 
ensuring the longevity of the club and safeguarding the 
well-being of our team, stakeholders, guests, and clients.  
We take our responsibilities seriously and invite you to 
join us as we look towards next season.

 
Brian Thompson
Chief Executive Officer  

9
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COPY THAT
IRT New Zealand Trotting Cup
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OSCAR BONAVENA
Livamol NZ Trotting Free-For-All 

FRANCO INDIE
Woodlands Stud Sires Stakes Final
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SOUTH COAST ARDEN
Spring Back with MediaWorks NZ  Pacing

SUNDEES SON
Renwick Farms Dominion Trot 
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BETTOR TALK ART
Fahey Fence Hire 50th NZ Breeders 

SUNDEES SON
Fred Shaw Memorial  NZ Trotting Champs
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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Members of the NZ Metropolitan Trotting Club
Inc. will be held in the Terror to Love Lounge, Metropolitan Stand, Addington Raceway & Events Centre, 
Christchurch on Thursday 3 November 2022 at 5.30pm.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
1.	 Annual Report and Financial Statements
	 To receive and adopt the Annual Report and audited Consolidated Financial Statements for the year
	 ended 31 July 2022.

2.	 2.	 Election of Life Members:
	 To approve the election of Brent Smith and Peter Evans as Life Members of the Club

3.	 Member Subscriptions for the 2023-2024 year:
	 In accordance with Rule 8.5, members’ subscriptions will increase in line with CPI for the 2023-2024 season. No 

other change to membership subscriptions is proposed.

4.	 4.	 Appointment of Directors
	 Ged Mooar is to be appointed for a further term of three years. 

5.	 Auditors
	 To approve the appointment of an auditor for the 2022-2023 year be left with the Board to approve and
	 to fix the remuneration.

6.	 Directors Fees
	 To approve the remuneration to be paid to the Directors of the NZ Metropolitan Trotting Club Inc for the year 1 

November 2022 to 31 October 2023, be increased from $132,000 to $150,000. The allocation of such funds to be 
at the discretion of the Directors.

7.	 General Business

For and on behalf of the Board:
Brian Thompson
Chief Executive Officer
17 October 2022

NOTICE OF 2022 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Registered Office
NZ Metropolitan Trotting Club Inc, 75 Jack Hinton Drive, Addington, Christchurch 8024

Solicitors
Saunders Robinson Brown, Level 2, 130 Kilmore Street, Christchurch 8013

Bell Gully, Vero Centre, 48 Shortland Street, Auckland, New Zealand

Auditors
Grant Thornton, Lv3 Grant Thornton House, 134 Oxford Terrace, Christchurch 8140

Bankers
ANZ National Bank Ltd, Level 3, 267 High Street, Christchurch 8011

BNZ Cashel & Fitzgerald Store, Level 4, 111 Cashel Street, Christchurch 8011
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