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CHAIR & CEO’S REPORT

The 2019-2020 season will be remembered as one 
which posed many challenges to both Addington 
and the wider industry, in the form of COVID-19.  
We are therefore pleased to report a net operating
surplus after taxation of $49,108 for this season.

On March 11, the World Health Organisation declared 
an official pandemic and it was communicated that large 
gatherings and events were a high-risk environment for 
the spread of infectious diseases like COVID-19.  The 
Prime Minister announced on March 16 that indoor and 
outdoor gatherings of 500 or more should be cancelled; 
this was quickly followed with a ban on gatherings of more 
than 100 on March 19.   Overnight we saw a dramatic 
decrease in our events business due to cancelations 
resulting from the government announcements.   
Further restrictions were forced onto our business on 
March 25 when the entire country was placed into Alert 
Level 4 lockdown.  As we went into lockdown, the Board 
made the decision to protect our 50 plus permanent and 
salaried staff for three months, and we all committed to 
a pay reduction of 20%.  At this time, we realised that 
events and hospitality could only operate profitably at
Alert level 1, which we did not return to until June 8.  

As a result of COVID 19, our club has made significant 
changes to both structure and operational delivery.  
Change is not easy and not always popular.  It was, 
however, essential in order to provide Addington Raceway 
and Events Centre with a platform for future growth.

Prior to lockdown, our five-star meeting held on 
March 20 was the first race meeting ever to be held at 
Addington behind closed doors.  During lockdown there 
was no racing for nine weeks, but work was carried out 
formulating plans to allow us to race under Alert Level 2.  
Although the country moved back into Level 2 on May 
14, and we were able to hold trials on May 14, 20 and 
21, we did not race again until May 28, when Addington 

became the focal point for racing in New Zealand, 
becoming the first equine track to resume racing post 
COVID-19 lockdown.  Although there was an eerie 
feeling on the footprint due to the lack of people, it was
like a family reunion.  It was amazing to be back racing.

During the period (May 28 - July 31) a total of 19 race 
meetings were conducted.  To hold this number of race 
meetings during this short period was a remarkable feat 
and we would like to thank our staff and management 
for making this happen.  We also acknowledge the 
support shown from owners and licence holders in 
making their horses and teams available to ensure we 
were able to race again.  Thanks also to the marketing 
team for ensuring that those who could not attend 
the meetings were kept up to date via interviews with
licence holders throughout the week and on race nights. 

No matter the challenges we faced during the season, 
the team were always ready to capitalise on any 
opportunity and delivered exciting events, great racing, 
entertainment and great experiences to many.  Our
team have great heart and are our most valuable asset.

The highpoint of our season is always NZ Trotting Cup Day.  
Every season, our team invests a huge amount of effort to 
design and deliver this celebrated event.  While a racing 
event at its core, the occasion transcends traditional 
sporting events with its unique combination of sport, 
fashion, entertainment, hospitality and business.  The day 
continues to provide media exposure for our club both 
nationally and internationally and the positive impact 
this day has on our business and profit levels cannot be 
over-emphasised.  Cup Week remains the reason we can 
execute so many racing initiatives for our stakeholders. 

We would like to acknowledge the support we have 
received from Christchurch Casino during the 15 years 
they have been the sponsor of NZ Trotting Cup Day.  It 
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has been a mutually rewarding relationship, and we 
thank them sincerely for their involvement with our 
club.  We look forward to welcoming our new naming
rights sponsor, IRT, to Addington in November 2020.

The Christchurch Casino NZ Trotting Cup was won in 
exciting fashion by Cruz Bromac.  After finishing a luckless 
fourth the previous year, the son of Falcon Seelster made 
it four successive Cups for the All Stars team of Mark 
Purdon and Natalie Rasmussen.  It was also the first 
success in the race for driver Blair Orange.  The favourite, 
Spankem, made it a stable quinella; while there was a lot 
of merit in the run of the third placed Classie Brigade.
The Commodore Airport Hotel NZ Trotting FFA was 
won by Australian raider Tough Monarch. Trained 
by Ricky Alchin he was perfectly driven by Anthony
Butt who made it a remarkable six wins in the race.

The other Group One Feature was the McMillan 
Equine Feeds NZ Sires’ Stakes Final won by One 
Change.  Last season’s star two-year-old held on in a 
tight finish over northern raiders Copy That and Line 
Up, both trained by Ray Green. This was career win 
number seven from just eight starts for the son of 

Bettor’s Delight and was the fourth win in succession 
in the race for his regular pilot Natalie Rasmussen.

The $35,000 Gaze Commercial Junior FFA was 
won in outstanding fashion by Ultimate Sniper.  In 
a keen contest the All Stars trained four-year-old 
smashed the clock in a race record winning time of
3:06.4 winning by three lengths over Triple Eight.

On Show Day, the $300,000 Airpark Canterbury Dominion 
is the most sought-after trotting race in Australasia and the 
favourite was the lightly tried Oscar Bonovena.  He had set 
tongues wagging in the lead up races but unfortunately 
for his connections, got things wrong not long after the 
start so there was opportunity for an upset.  Paul Nairn’s 
record in big trotting races is enviable and the win by 
Habibi Inta made it three wins in the great race for the 
master trainer.  It completed a remarkable week for driver 
Blair Orange who completed the rare double, winning 
the race by over seven lengths.  Brave in second was 
Tough Monarch completing a great week for the Aussie.
Often the $200,000 Woodlands NZ FFA is regarded as 
our feature sprint of the racing season and this edition 
was no let down.  With his large group of owners looking 
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on Chase Auckland secured the dream run in the race 
behind Classie Brigade and was too sharp for him in 
the run home.  The Cup winner Cruz Bromac was third 
after an early indiscretion cost him a winning chance.

Throughout the season we held a total of 44 race 
meetings including 5 five and six star (premier) 
fixtures.  We conducted a total of 447 races, which 
included 23 group or listed races. Our average 
starter per race was 11, which is up on the industry 
average of 10.81.   As a result of transitional funding 
arrangements with HRNZ on resumption of racing, 
our club made the decision to suspend both the 
Met Multiplier and Breeders Bonus initiatives.  Since 
inception (Met Multiplier in 2012 and Breeders Bonus in
2014) our club has paid out more than $2.45m combined.  

Our annual awards saw Scorcha winning the Canterbury 
Standardbred Breeders’/Canterbury Trotting Owners 
Addington filly or mare of the season and Sarah O’Reilly 
taking home the Canterbury Equine Clinic Maurice 
Holmes Memorial Junior Drivers Trophy for the first 
time.  The Trainers and Drivers Premierships went 
to the Mark Purdon/Natalie Rasmussen partnership 
with 60 wins, and Blair Orange with 43 wins.

We would also like to take this opportunity to express 
our appreciation for the assistance we receive from 
our many sponsors and wider business partners. 
We understand as a club that many of our racing 
achievements are a direct result of the support we receive 
from these groups. We also recognise that it would not 
be possible for our club to operate successfully without 
the cooperation and assistance of these organisations. 
As one of New Zealand’s premier racing clubs, the health, 
treatment, and wellbeing of every horse involved in the 
races we host is extremely important to us.  Our club tries 
to do all that is possible to guarantee that every racehorse 
that visits Addington is treated humanely, and with care 
and respect, in line with HRNZ’s Health and Animal 
Welfare Policy.  We understand that all our members, 
sponsors and business partners, and the thousands 
of people who enjoy racing at Addington every year
all have a genuine interest in the care of our horses. 

We look to the new racing season with interest.  On 
July 1 the Racing Industry Act 2020 came into force, 
followed on August 1 by TAB NZ replacing the Racing 
Industry Transition Agency (RITA). TAB NZ will now 
have a greater focus on its commercial operations, 
its sustainability, revenue growth and efficiency gain, 
whilst also supporting Racing NZ and the codes to 
deliver racing excellence.  Racing NZ, the codes and 
clubs will lead the planning and marketing of racing. 
We continue to enjoy an excellent working 
relationship with both TAB NZ and HRNZ, and 
accordingly, we record our appreciation and thanks to:
• The Minister of Racing, Rt Hon Winston Peters 
• TAB NZ Executive Chair, Dean McKenzie and the Board
• HRNZ Chair, Ken Spicer, the Board and Interim Chief 

Executive, Phil Holden 
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Although many events returned to Addington in July, 
and Spectators benefited from an increase in races (both 
harness and greyhounds) in June and July and Super 
Rugby Aotearoa, the Events Centre and Spectators have 
been markedly affected by COVID-19.  This season, total 
revenue for our events centre was down 27% compared 
with last year.  Although total revenue was down, Cup 
Week performance was 4% up.  As long as COVID-19 
is present, the events industry will face uncertainty.  
Addington will therefore continue to operate with 
a lighter more agile team and continue to look for 
opportunities within this challenging environment.  It is 
important to acknowledge the loyalty and commitment 
our events centre management and wider team 
displayed towards Addington during COVID-19.  The 
service and the level of care our team continues to 
provide our clients is admirable.  This is demonstrated 
by the favourable feedback we received pre and post 
COVID-19 and by the number of organisations that are 
now choosing to return and use our facilities on a regular 
basis.  Moving forward into next season, the focus for the 
events centre team remains on ensuring our systems and 
processes are well developed and communicated and the 
products and services we provide consistently exceed 
our guest expectations.  There is still work to be done 
on ensuring our marketing and social media campaigns 
are relevant and target the right segments, ensuring
we continue to have a strong loyal base of supporters.

We have made a significant investment during the year 
with the continued strengthening and refurbishment 
programme of our facilities.  We are proud of the 
improvements the team have made to our top floor 
and Silks suite areas further elevating the customer 
experience.   The main kitchen located in the Twiggers 
Stand has also been modernised with food safety the 
main driving force behind improvements.  We see 
both investments going a long way to guarantee the 
events centre is given the best opportunity to make 
sure positive results are maintained as competition 
within Christchurch continues to increase.  Our Stables 
project has also been completed this season including 
improvements being made to our drivers’ facility.  
Throughout these projects we have considered ways we 

can reduce our impact on the environment.  We have 
continued the replacement of our old energy inefficient 
air-conditioning system and we have commenced a 
project to replace some of our track lights including 
emergency lighting with LED lights and ultimately 
looking at removing the use of diesel generators as 
a backup system.  We would like to thank the Racing 
Safety Development Fund for their contributions to our 
projects.  Although we have made a considerable start 
with the strengthening and refurbishment programme 
of our facilities, there is still much to achieve, and we 
foresee this programme continuing for another four
years with considerable investment from the club.

Although the commercial property sector in Christchurch 
is more competitive than ever, the long-term strategy 
of continuing to strengthen our portfolio produces 
ongoing returns which underpin the long-term financial 
performance of the club.  We continue to renegotiate 
leases with existing tenants as renewals fall due, and 
currently the Joint Venture is well placed, with 89% 
occupancy at the end of this financial year, to continue 
to provide a significant contribution to the clubs’ ongoing 
revenue base. It is essential that we continue to search 
for opportunities to further diversify our revenue base.  
We are therefore working through options to develop 
part of our footprints with other interested parties
which includes our centre track and old float park areas.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to every team 
member at every level for their contribution and the 
extraordinary service they provide our members, 
clients and partners.  Special thanks goes to the 
management team for their professionalism and the 
support they give to the Chair, Chief Executive Officer 
and the Board, as well as their efforts  in delivering 
another successful financial year; Catherine McLeavy 
- GM Finance,  John Denton – Facilities and Property 
Manager, Carlo Gomez – Marketing and Brand Manager,  
Brian Rabbitt - Racing  Secretary,  Graeme Jones –  
Executive Chef, Joanne McMaster – Senior Event 
Consultant, Jennie Weller – Accountant, Glenda Allott 
– Health & Safety Coordinator and Andrew Ross –
IT Manager. 
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Finally, to our NZMTC Directors; Deputy Chair Karen 
Fordyce, Barry Dent, Simon Doig, John Grainger, John 
Hartnell, David Rankin and Tim Sissons.  The knowledge, 
passion, and guidance you provide our club is valuable 
and appreciated.  Your continued and collective effort is 
paramount to the club’s future success.  We would also 
like to acknowledge and thank Barry Dent for the valuable 
contribution he has made to the industry and our club 
since joining our Board in 2007 especially during his 
tenure as Chair (2014-2017).  Barry has decided to step 
down as a director and has therefore not put his name 
forward for re-election.  We wish Barry all our very best 
wishes and sincerely thank him for his years of service.

Brent Smith Brian Thompson
Chair CEO

2019 - 2020 Board of Directors
(left to right) Simon Doig, Barry Dent, Tim Sissons, Karen Fordyce, John Grainger, Brent Smith, John Hartnell, David Rankin

The successes achieved throughout a season cannot 
be attributed to staff and management alone; there 
are many other people we wish to thank for their 
support. Firstly, we would like to thank our Members.  
You are passionate about your club and your loyalty is 
appreciated.  We would also like to take the opportunity 
to extend from our club, our sympathy to the families 
of Members who have passed away during the season. 

Thank you to the race meeting stewards and 
their partners who continue to do an amazing 
job ensuring our stakeholders are welcomed and 
taken care of along with the management of our 
Breckon’s Winners Bar and presentation area.  This 
year’s race meeting stewards were Nigel Armstrong  
(& Brenda), Janis Hartley (& John Duxbury), Rebecca 
Mooney (& John), Stephen Brown (& Kay),  Kane 
Grieg  (& Hayley)  and  Carolyn  Smolenski (& Mark).  

8



119



12

GROUP ONE WINNERS

ONE CHANGE
McMillian Equine Feed Sires Stakes Series No.36 Final

TOUGH MONARCH
Commodore Airport Hotel New Zealand Trotting Free-For-All

CRUZ BROMAC
Christchurch Casino New Zealand Trotting Cup
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HABIBI INTA
Airpark Canterbury Dominion

CHASE AUCKLAND
Woodlands New Zealand Free-For-All

WAINUI CREEK
PGG Wrightson NZ Breeders Stakes
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NEW ZEALAND METROPOLITAN TROTTING CLUB (Inc)
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
For the year ended 31 July 2020
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NEW ZEALAND METROPOLITAN TROTTING CLUB (Inc)
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NEW ZEALAND METROPOLITAN TROTTING CLUB (Inc)
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
For the year ended 31 July 2020
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NEW ZEALAND METROPOLITAN TROTTING CLUB (Inc)
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
For the year ended 31 July 2020
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NEW ZEALAND METROPOLITAN TROTTING CLUB (Inc)
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 July 2020
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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of Members of the NZ Metropolitan Trotting Club
Inc. will be held in the Terror to Love Lounge, Metropolitan Stand, Addington Raceway & Events Centre, 
Christchurch on Monday 19 October 2020 at 5.30pm.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
1. Annual Report and Financial Statements
 To receive and adopt the Annual Report and audited Consolidated Financial Statements for the year
 ended 31 July 2020.

2 . Election of Life Member
 To approve the following for Life Membership:
 Barry Dent

3. Member Subscriptions for the 2021-2022 year:
 To approve no change in annual subscriptions for the following membership classes:
 Cup Day Double Membership  $295 Cup Day Single Membership  $195
 Foundation Double Membership $195 Foundation Single Membership  $125
 Metro Double Membership  $150 Metro Single Membership $100
 Regular Double Membership  $155 Regular Single Membership  $110
 All including GST

4. Appointment of Directors
 To appoint five directors to the board.  
 The following nominations have been received for five Board seats:
 Tim Sissons, Simon Doig, David Rankin, Ged Mooar, Hannah Doney, Greg Cooper and John Grainger.
 As the applications and nominations exceed the number required (five) an election will be necessary.

5. Auditors
 To approve the appointment of an auditor for the 2020-2021 year be left with the Board to approve and
 to fix the remuneration.

6. Directors Fees
 To approve the remuneration to be paid to the Directors of the NZ Metropolitan Trotting Club Inc for the
 year 1 November 2020 to 31 October 2021, be unchanged at $132,000. The allocation of such funds to 
 be at the discretion of the Directors.

7. General Business

For and on behalf of the Board:
Brian Thompson
Chief Executive Officer
22 September 2020

NOTICE OF 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Registered Office
NZ Metropolitan Trotting Club Inc, 75 Jack Hinton Drive, Addington, Christchurch 8024

Solicitors
Saunders Robinson Brown, Level 2, 130 Kilmore Street, Christchurch 8013

Bell Gully, Vero Centre, 48 Shortland Street, Auckland, New Zealand

Auditors
Ernst & Young Chartered Accountants, 93 Cambridge Terrace, Christchurch 8013

Bankers
ANZ National Bank Ltd, Level 3, 267 High Street, Christchurch 8011

BNZ Cashel & Fitzgerald Store, Level 4, 111 Cashel Street, Christchurch 8011
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